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The Viceroy's House,

New Delhi,

5th February, 1943

Dear Mr. Gandhi,

* In your letter of 29th January to H. E. you mentioned that
you were not marking that letter personal like your two earlier
Igtters, but that those two earlier letters were in no way confi-
<^ntial, and were a mere personal appeal. As you would no
doubt have expected H. E. had hitherto attached to the word
'personal' its normal conventional meaning, and had accordingly
given the same marking to his replies. He assumes in the light
of what you say that you would have no objection to his publish-
ing these letters with his replies to them despite the fact of their
personal marking. Perhaps you would be so kind as to let me
know.

Yours sincerely,
M. K. Gandhi, Esq.                                       G. Laithwaite
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Detention Camp,
7th February, 1943

Dear Sir Gilbert,

I was delighted to see your signature after such a lapse
of time. When I said that the two personal letters were not
confidential I certainly meant what you say. But I meant also
that though they were not confidential on my part, if His
Excellency wanted to treat them as such, being personal, he
iffis free to do so, and therefore equally free to regard his two
replies also as such. In that case he could have the four letters
withheld from publication. So far as I am concerned my request
of course is that the whole correspondence beginning with my
letter of 14th August last, and including my letter to the Seere-
to the Government of India, Home Department, should
published.

Yours sincerely,
M. K. Gandhi
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